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"A good architect actually pays for themselves - more 
than once. You will reap the reward and the building will 
be hugely better and deliver much better value for it."
Kevin McCloud, Grand Designs

Every project and client is different and therefore 
each will require a different level of assistance from 
a design professional. Right at the start is a good 
time to contact an architect. Most architects offer an 
initial consultation to listen to your plan for the 
project and to offer guidance in the aspects of your 
project from design through to completion. If you 
decide that an architect would help then follow these 
next steps known as the RIBA Plan of Work.

Do You Really Need an Architect?

BENCHMARK Architects is a creative architecture 
and design studio based in Ampthill and London.
We are a passionate and personable team, alive with 
creative and commercial design solutions.
 
We love architecture and design.  We enjoy working 
with people on projects to create, challenge and 
innovate.

About Benchmark Architects

Preparation and Brief
This is the most important part of the project and where the architect can 

add the most value. The architect will undertake some preliminary 
appraisals to assess the options and feasibility of the project. This can 

range from a sketch design solution to a full feasibility study and will 
enable you to decide on the best way forward. They will identify the need 

for any approvals and other consultants, most commonly a structural 
engineer.
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Concept Design
Using the initial project brief the architect will develop outline 

proposals. An architect will present a number of initial concepts for 
you to choose from. They will also liaise with local planners on your 
behalf ensuring that the final design brief reflects your aspirations 

for the project before you move on.
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The architect will spend more time at this stage 
transforming the initial proposals into something that could 

be built. This can include coordinating the work of other 
consultants into the designs and, once agreed with you, the 

design proposals will then be submitted for approvals if 
required.

Developed Design
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Technical Design
The architect can also prepare the technical drawings 
and a specification of works for a building regulations 

application, which are appropriate to price and 
construct the building. The architect can then advise 

on contractors and, if required, look after the building 
contract on your behalf.

Flip Four Image



The Gridiron Building, 1 Pancras 
Square, London N1C 4AG
t. 0203 535 7902

90 Dunstable Street, Ampthill, 
Bedfordshire, MK45 2JR
t.  01525 300612

www.benchmarkarchitects.co.uk
team@benchmarkarchitects.co.uk

Construction
Throughout the construction phase the 

architect can administer the building contract 
with the builder, carry out regular inspections, 
deal with queries, instruct any additional work 
required, monitor progress on site, assist with 

valuing the works and certify any payments due 
to the contractor.
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Handover & Close Out
When the project is ready to handover 

the architect can inspect the works and 
certify completion. The architect can also 

be available after handover and during 
any defects period for additional advise 

and feedback.
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